
 

 

RIDGEWAY BROADSHEET 
September 2018 

Ever wondered if there is more to life? 
 

Alpha is a great way to explore some of 
the bigger questions of life 

 

Thursdays 7.30pm, starting 13th September 
 

See inside for details 
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Join us at Chilton Village Hall on Thursday 
evenings from 13th September to explore 
the Christian faith. We will use the new 
Alpha videos which feature Gemma Hunt 
and Toby Flint. Each meeting will start 
with a pudding and weõll have cheese 
and biscuits after watching the video and 
before we go into small groups. 
 

Weõll meet for 6 weeks initially, up to 
October half term. There will be an 
opportunity to meet again during 
November to complete the Alpha Course. 
 

This is a great opportunity to explore 
Christianity and to get to know others in 
the process. Take a look at 
www.HCChurches.org/alpha for more 
information and contact Vicky in the 
Church Office to book a place. There is 
no charge for attending the course. 
 

Comments from past Alpha courses that 
weõve run:  

A L P H A 

I really enjoyed the Alpha Course! I 
have been looking forward to every 
Monday night (and not just because of 
the puddings although they were 
fabulous too :-). Itôs been a great 
opportunity to take some time out of 
every day life to think about some big 
questions, getting to know people 
better and reaffirm my faith. The bible 
present at the end was really lovely 
too; it lives in my handbag now and I 
take it everywhere. 

Was 
suggested 
by a family 
member and 
thought it 
would be an 
interesting 
experience. 

I first heard about Alpha 
Courses 10 years ago 
and have wanted to 
attend. This course was 
right time and right 
place for me. 

Weõll be meeting on Thursday evenings 
13th, 20th, 27th September 
4th, 11th, 18th October 
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th November. 
Weõll have half day away on Saturday 3rd 
November to think specifically about the 
Holy Spirit. 
Throughout the Course weõll think about 
Who Jesus is, the Bible, prayer, church, 
healing and suffering and more! You are 
welcome to share what you think in a 
safe, non-judgemental environment. 
To find out more see 
www.HCChurches.org/news 

Enjoyed meeting new 
people and getting to 
know them. And Iôve 
got an improved 
understanding of what it 
means to be a Christian. 



 

 

Revd Dr Jonathan Mobey 
Rector of Harwell with Chilton 

you, most excellent Theophilus, so that 
you may know the certainty of the things 
you have been taught.ó (Luke 1:3-4) 
  
The Bible must be our starting point. But 
alongside the Bible we should look at the 
evidence of history. We should also look 
at whether the Christian claims hang 
together and fit with what we know of 
the world, or whether other religions or 
worldviews make more sense. We should 

look critically at the 
difference that genuine 
adherence to the Christian 
faith makes in societies and 
in individuals. Does prayer 
make a difference? Does 
God heal today? Without 

investigating these sorts of things, we 
cannot make an informed decision. 
  
The Alpha Course provides an opportunity 
to explore these crucial questions in a 
friendly, interactive setting. Alpha has 
been run in 169 countries and attended 
by over 22 million people who have 
wanted to make an informed decision 
about matters of eternal significance. We 
will be hosting Alpha at Chilton Village 
Hall on Thursday evenings from 13th  
September. For help with making an 
informed decision about an issue as 
important as they come, why not commit 
spend some time in stimulating 
conversation, with good company and 
delicious puddings? (All for free). 
You may even get a choice of desserts! 
 

http://hcchurches.org/alpha 

Chocolate brownie or sticky toffee 
pudding? Say ôI willõ or ôNo thanksõ? Cash 
in your pension pot or leave it untouched? 
Life is full of decisions, and every day is a 
succession of options and choices, some 
relatively insignificant, others potentially 
life-changing. But we can only make a 
good decision when we have the facts. 
We would never agree to major surgery 
without good reason ð a diagnosis, an 
explanation of what is 
involved, and any 
associated risks. For 
important decisions, it is 
essential that we make a 
choice that is informed. 
  
There is one issue that we 
each have to make a decision about, that 
is arguably even more important and 
significant than whether or not to have 
major surgery. What I am thinking about 
has significance not just for this life, but 
for eternity. Jesus put the issue before his 
disciples 2000 years ago: òWho do you 
say that I am?ó And this is something that 
we each need to decide for ourselves. The 
Christian faith claims that everything 
hangs on our personal response to that 
question. But how do we make an 
informed choice? 
  
For a start we should look at what the 
Bible says; it contains eye-witness 
accounts of the life, death and ð alleged ð 
resurrection of Jesus, and of those who 
first believed that Jesus rose from the 
dead. St Luke is concerned that his 
readers consider the evidence and make 
an informed decision about Jesus. Right at 
the beginning of his contribution to the 
Bible he says, 
  
òSince I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, Ié 
decided to write an orderly account for 

RECTORõS LETTER 

http://hcchurches.org/alpha


 

P Y R A M I D  R O C K 

A HUGE thank you to all those involved 
in our Holiday Club this week in Harwell 
School. We had 126 children attending, 
with over 70 people helping over the 
course of the week. We had 17 different 
afternoon activities including felting, 
Egyptian craft, photography, croquet, 
photography, baking, rounders, football 
and swimming.  

 
 

During the mornings we thought about 
Joseph from the book of Genesis. Our 
thoughts from each day were how God 
has a plan for each of us (a good one)! 
God has sent his helper - the Holy Spirit, 
God provides for all our needs, God 
forgives us, and God is the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords. 


